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Avraham Granovsky-Granot
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Jewish National Fund, an economist and a 
lawyer, member of the Provisional Council 
of State (Chairman of the Economics 
and Finance Commission) and Member 
of Knesset for the Progressive Party. He 
also served as chairman of the committee 
supervising the new “Bezalel”, the chairman 
of the board of the “Mekorot” water 
company and more. He spent his childhood 
in Odessa and was a frequent visitor to the 
home of Menachem Ussishkin, Zionist leader 

and chairman of the JNF between 1923 - 
1941. He immigrated to Israel in 1907 and 
studied at the Herzliya Gymnasia. In 1922 
he was appointed by Menachem Ussishkin, 
as head of the Department of Finance and 
Economics at the JNF. When Ussishkin died 
he appointed Granot as Chairman with Berl 
Katznelson and Rabbi Meir Bar-Ilan, and then 
served as the sole chairman until his death in 
1962. At the end of his term he drew up the 
agreement signed by the State of Israel and 
the Jewish National Fund, which sets the 
roles and status vis-a-vis the state.
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David Ben-Gurion
Born in Plonsk, Poland, he immigrated to 
Israel in 1906 and worked as a farmhand and 
teacher. In 1915 he was deported by the Turks 
and came to Israel again at the beginning of 
the British Mandate. Ben Gurion was one 
of the founders of the Labor Unity Party, 
the Histadrut in Israel and the Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency. On 14 May 1948, he 
announced the establishment of the State 

of Israel. In January 1949 he was appointed 
Prime Minister and defense minister in the 
first government. He led the country during 
the mass absorption of immigrants, major 
settlement initiatives and the signing of 
the reparations agreement with Germany, 
and laid the foundation for the IDF and the 
security apparatuses. Ben-Gurion worked 
on behalf of settlement in the Negev desert 
and lived there.

David
Ben-Gurion
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What will be announcement? 
the day after Who the and say? can Obviously 

prophesize terrible tr theroubles e will that be to face. It we is will clear have Washington that will someone say in You’re “I currently warned str you! relying on first victories [...]
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From the Mapai 05.11.1948 Party Speech, 

 Moshe
Sharett

Moshe Sharett, statesman, leader of 
the Mapai Party, MK, Minister and Prime 
Minister between 1954 to 1955. He was 
born in Russia and immigrated to Israel with 
his parents in 1906. During World War I he 
served as an officer in the Turkish army. He 
was a central activist in the Mapai party. 
Sharett served on the editorial board of  the 
“HaDavar” newspaper, the daily newspaper 
of the Histadrut. Following the murfer of 
Arlosoroff he was appointed as head of the 
political department at the Jewish Agency, 
and was the main Zionist spokesman in 
talks with the British and the Arabs aimed 
at finding an agreed solution to the Land 

of  Israel problem. Sharett was also involved 
in the establishment of the Jewish Brigade 
in 1944. He was arrested in the  “Black 
Saturday” operation in June 1946, along 
with other executive members of the Jewish 
Agency. He served as the Foreign Minister 
in the Provisional Government (1948) until 
1956, when David Ben-Gurion retired to 
Sde Boker, Sharett served as prime minister. 
Following the Lavon Affair he was forced to 
resign, and Ben-Gurion returned to serve 
as Prime Minister. In 1956 he resigned his 
position as foreign minister server due to 
disagreements with Ben-Gurion.
From the Knesset website
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1948, 
Thursday 13, 

to noon , May 
Close 
Otte Wallish, graphic artist and advertising 

agent came into his office in Nahalat 
Aviv. On his desk 

Binyamin Street in Tel 

he found a note: “Come immediately to 

Sherf (Zeev Sherf, Ben-Gurion’s secretary) 
after a 

Agency. Wallish, bleary-eyed 
at the 
sleepless night, was not enthusiastic about 

this urgent and enigmatic appointment.

All he wanted was a rest. The past ten days 
on preparing 

were spent working feverishly 

a series of new stamps, nine in all, bearing 

the inscription  “Hebrew Mail” [...] and 

the night completing the 
Wallish spent 
printing of the stamps. He was planning 

on peeking in at his office and go to sleep. 
otherwise and a 

note dictated stairs Yet the short 
few minutes later Wallish climbed the 

and 
building [...] He entered 

to the Agency impatient “At last!” 
was  greeted with an Zeev Sherf 
and the two in the room, people 
and Shlomo Kedar quickly told him: “You 

of 
prepare the Great Hall 

hours to have 24 the 
the T Aviv Museum for Declaration of 

el 
the State ceremony.”

Based on the book ‘32 Minutes’,

Pinchas Yurman

 Otte
Wallish

Otte Wallish is an Israeli graphic designer who 
designed many of the most prominent symbols 
of the State of Israel, including the calligraphic 
writing on the Declaration of Independence, 
coins, stamps, posters, logos, medals and 
banknotes. Born in Austria-Hungary Wallish 
immigrated to Israel in 1934 and opened an 
advertising agency and graphic studio in Tel 
Aviv. Appointed by Ze’ev Scharf, Ben-Gurion’s 
secretary, to design and prepare the Hall of 
Independence for the declaration ceremony and 
design the Declaration of Independence scroll, 
Wallish procured the parchment and wrote it. 

Wallish produced the first stamp series, “Doar 
Ivri” (Hebrew Post), which was prepared before 

the establishment of the State, that was created 
in a spurt of feverish activity and in underground 
conditions. At the time of the stamp printing 
the name of the State of Israel had not been 
deteremined and the name “Doar Ivri” was 
chosen from options that included “Land of 
Israel” or “Judea”.

After a this series of stamps Wallish went on to 
design many stamps covering diverse subjects. 
He was a partner in shaping Israeli penny coins, 
designed the first official medal.  Wallish also 
created many posters and logos, including the 
Osem and Tnuva symbols, the  Israel Medal of 
Freedom marking the first decade of the state 
and 50 and 100 mil banknotes.

I was excited! I felt a strange 
emptiness of excitement in my 
stomach. In the past I took care of the 
technical and artistic arrangements 
for Zionist Congresses, and in recent 

I prepared the JNF Hall for weeks 
the assembly of the People’s Council, 
but I’ve never had such an important 
task to perform in one day. At the 
museum they were ready for my 
arrival. I borrowed 100 pounds from 

(Keren the United Israel Appeal 
Hayesod)  hurried to the warehouses 
of the main Hamashbir (the main 
wholesale supplier for consumers’ 
cooperatives and labor settlements 
in Israel)  to buy fabric and wood [...] 
within four hours the museum hall 
was  a workshop, a nerve-racking 
competition around the clock, a 
stage, podium, covers, photos [...] 
I bought some strong lights and I 
borrowed a carpet from a commercial 
establishment of Stameff street. 

I asked the United Israel Appeal 
for Herzl’s picture and ran to wash 
the  flags quickly at the Laundromat. 
Towards evening I was called again 
o Sherff, who told me to be ready to 
rite the Declaration of the State for 

he ceremony. After a long search,
found a parchment, the kind used 

or lampshades. An examination at 
he Engineers House I found that it 

was strong enough but of course we 
id not have the text of the scroll, and 

people signed the blank parchment 
ttached to a replicated version. In the 

weeks that followed the Declaration 
my assistant Dodi Sidner and I copied 
he text in Spanish antique lettering 
rom an ancient Torah scroll, and 

sewed the three sections of the 
Charter. The stamp of the Star of 
David was made by two scribes.

Based on the book ‘32 Minutes’, 
Pinchas Yurman

t
w
t
I 
f
t

d

a

t
f



 My
Declaration



 Zeev
Scherf

Zeev Scherf,
secretary of the People’s Council and 
Provisional Government, Member of the 
sixth and seventh Knesset,he also served 
as Minister of of Finance, Minister of Trade 
and Industry, Minister of Housing.  Born in 
Bukovina, he was an active member of the 
Zionist youth workers group in Romania. 
In 1925 Sherf moved to Israel and joined 
Kibbutz Shefayim. After several years in 
service abroad, he returned and  mission and 
served as secretary of the Workers Center 
(Merkaz HaPoel). 

Scherf joined the Hagana and became 
commander of the Intelligence Service. 
He served as secretary of the Jewish 

Agency’s political department. As part of 
the preparations for statehood, Ben-Gurion 
appointed him Secretary of the Situation 
Committee for the Jewish National Council 
(JNC) and the Jewish Agency Excecutives 
to create the state apparatuses. He served 
in this capacity from October 1947 until the 
establishment of the People’s Council.
At the founding of the People’s Council 
Zeev Scharf was appointed its secretary, and 
continued to serve in that capacity after the 
establishment of the State and the formation 
of the government. Sharaf served as cabinet 
secretary until  1957, in the Sharett and Ben-
Gurion governments. In 1965 he was first 
elected as a member of the Knesset, in 1966 
he was appointed Zeev Scharf
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